Sialyltransferase activity in plasma cells of multiple myeloma.
A marked elevation of sialyltransferase activity (STA) was observed in a solid tumor of plasma cells, which had been removed from a patient with multiple myeloma (MM), as compared to normal lymphatic tissues. STA was also determined in mononuclear bone marrow cells of 10 patients with MM and found to be 12 times higher than that of bone marrow mononuclear cells from 5 patients with non-malignant disorders (with less than 1% plasma cells in the bone marrow aspirate). A significant correlation was found between STA and the number of plasma cells in the bone marrow aspirate.